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DOC 3: Americans’ Expectations for the Nation 

 
Most Americans had high expectations for the new country. They wanted improved trade, free from too many 
restrictions. But they also expected the government to protect them and to keep the economy stable. However, 
the idea of belonging to one united nation was new to them. 
     In 1790 the United States was home to almost 4 million people. Most Americans lived in the countryside 
and worked on farms. Farmers wanted fair tax laws and the right to settle western lands. They did not want the 
government to interfere with their daily lives. 
     Other Americans worked in towns as craftspeople, laborers, or merchants. Most urban centers were located 
along the Atlantic coast. These people looked to the government to help their businesses. Most merchants 
wanted simpler trade laws established. Manufacturers wanted laws to protect them from foreign competitors. 

 
 

3) What claim can be made about whether the George Washington establishment was good 
for America? 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
3a) What evidence do you use to prove your claim? 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
 

 
  


