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Luke 10:29-37
New American Bible (Revised Edition)

But because he wished to justify himself, he said to 

Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A 

man fell victim to robbers as he went down from 

Jerusalem to Jericho. They stripped and beat him 

and went off leaving him half-dead. A priest 

happened to be going down that road, but when he 

saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. 

Likewise a Levite came to the place, and when he 

saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. But a 

Samaritan traveler who came upon him was moved 

with compassion at the sight. He approached the 

victim, poured oil and wine over his wounds and 

bandaged them. Then he lifted him up on his own 

animal, took him to an inn and cared for him. The 

next day he took out two silver coins and gave them 

to the innkeeper with the instruction, ‘Take care of 

him. If you spend more than what I have given you, 

I shall repay you on my way back.’ Which of these 

three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the robbers’ 

victim?” He answered, “The one who treated him 

with mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do 

likewise.”

Glossary

Levite – assistant of a priest

Samaritan – a group of people who did not follow 

the same religion of the Jews of Jesus’ time.

Luke 13:6-9 
New American Bible (Revised Edition)

And he told them this parable: “There once was a 

person who had a fig tree planted in his orchard, 

and when he came in search of fruit on it but found 

none, he said to the gardener, ‘For three years now I 

have come in search of fruit on this fig tree but have 

found none. [So] cut it down. Why should it exhaust 

the soil?’ He said to him in reply, ‘Sir, leave it for 

this year also, and I shall cultivate the ground 

around it and fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the 

future. If not you can cut it down.’”

Glossary

Fertilize – to add things to make plants grow better

Luke 12:16-21
New American Bible (Revised Edition) (NABRE)

Then he told them a parable. “There was a rich man 

whose land produced a bountiful harvest. He asked 

himself, ‘What shall I do, for I do not have space to 

store my harvest?’ And he said, ‘This is what I shall 

do: I shall tear down my barns and build larger 

ones. There I shall store all my grain and other 

goods and I shall say to myself, “Now as for you, 

you have so many good things stored up for many 

years, rest, eat, drink, be merry!”’ But God said to 

him, ‘You fool, this night your life will be 

demanded of you; and the things you have prepared, 

to whom will they belong?’ Thus will it be for the 

one who stores up treasure for himself but is not 

rich in what matters to God.”

Glossary

Bountiful – very large

Harvest – crops from a farm



Matthew 25:14-30
New American Bible (Revised Edition) (NABRE)

“It will be as when a man who was going on a 

journey called in his servants and entrusted his 

possessions to them. To one he gave five talents; to 

another, two; to a third, one—to each according to 

his ability. Then he went away. Immediately the one 

who received five talents went and traded with 

them, and made another five. Likewise, the one who 

received two made another two. But the man who 

received one went off and dug a hole in the ground 

and buried his master’s money. After a long time 

the master of those servants came back and settled 

accounts with them. The one who had received five 

talents came forward bringing the additional five. 

He said, ‘Master, you gave me five talents. See, I 

have made five more.’ His master said to him, 

‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you 

were faithful in small matters, I will give you great 

responsibilities. Come, share your master’s joy.’ 

Then the one who had received two talents also 

came forward and said, ‘Master, you gave me two 

talents. See, I have made two more.’ His master said 

to him, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. 

Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give 

you great responsibilities. Come, share your 

master’s joy.’ Then the one who had received the 

one talent came forward and said, ‘Master, I knew 

you were a demanding person, harvesting where 

you did not plant and gathering where you did not 

scatter; so out of fear I went off and buried your 

talent in the ground. Here it is back.’ His master 

said to him in reply, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So 

you knew that I harvest where I did not plant and 

gather where I did not scatter? Should you not then 

have put my money in the bank so that I could have 

got it back with interest on my return? Now then! 

Take the talent from him and give it to the one with 

ten. For to everyone who has, more will be given 

and he will grow rich; but from the one who has 

not, even what he has will be taken away. And 

throw this useless servant into the darkness outside, 

where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.’

Talent – a unit of currency used in the time of Jesus 

(worth about $5,000 in today’s money) 


