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D
ocum

ent B
: D

iary Entry of M
eriw

ether Lew
is (M

odified) 
 

This m
orning at daylight the Indians got up and crow

ded around the fire. J. 
Fields, w

ho w
as on post, had carelessly laid his gun dow

n behind him
. . . . 

O
ne of the Indians, the fellow

 to w
hom

 I had given the m
edal last evening, 

slipped behind J. Fields and took his gun and his brother’s gun. A
t the 

sam
e instant, tw

o other Indians advanced and seized the guns of D
rew

yer 
and m

yself. J. Fields seeing this turned about to look for his gun and saw
 

the fellow
 just running off w

ith it and his brother’s. H
e called to his brother, 

w
ho instantly jum

ped up and pursued the Indian w
ith him

. They overtook 
him

. . . . R
. Fields, as he seized his gun, stabbed the Indian to the heart 

w
ith his knife. The fellow

 ran about 15 steps and fell dead. 
 

D
rew

yer, w
ho w

as aw
ake, saw

 the Indian take hold of his gun and instantly 
jum

ped up and seized it. . . . H
is jum

ping up and crying “D
am

n you, let go 
of m

y gun” aw
akened m

e. . . . I saw
 D

rew
yer in a scuffle w

ith the Indian for 
his gun. . . . D

rew
yer asked m

e if he m
ight not kill the fellow

, w
hich I also 

forbid as the Indian did not appear to w
ish to kill us. A

s soon as they found 
us all in possession of our arm

s, the Indians ran. . . .  
 

W
e left one of our horses and took four of the best of those of the Indians. 

W
hile the m

en w
ere preparing the horses, I put four shields and tw

o bow
s 

and quivers of arrow
s w

hich had been left [by the Indians] on the fire. . . . I 
also retook the flag but left the m

edal about the neck of the dead m
an that 

they m
ight be inform

ed w
ho w

e w
ere. 

  S
ource: D

iary of M
eriw

ether Lew
is, July 27, 1806. 

  Vocabulary 
 quiver: a case for holding arrow

s 
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D
ocum

ent C
: Tim

e M
agazine A

rticle (M
odified) 

 For m
ore than a century, the history of Lew

is and C
lark’s encounters w

ith 
the 58 tribes along the trail has been defined by the w

hite m
en’s journals. . 

. . 
 Today Indians are looking to their ow

n oral histories, as w
ell as reading 

betw
een the lines of the journals, to re-interpret w

hat happened. 

S
ays B

en S
herm

an, president of the W
estern A

m
erican Indian C

ham
ber in 

D
enver: “The upcom

ing events [for the Lew
is and C

lark E
xpedition 

bicentennial] portray C
lark as the benevolent protector of Indians —

 that's 
propagandist baloney.” The tragic afterm

ath: as G
overnor of the M

issouri 
Territory and S

uperintendent of Indian A
ffairs, C

lark presided over 
P

resident Thom
as Jefferson's land-grab policy, w

hich som
e historians 

characterize as a direct cause of “cultural genocide” and “ethnic 
cleansing.”  
 In his journal, Lew

is called the B
lackfeet “a vicious, law

less and rather an 
abandoned set of w

retches.” . . .  

W
hites brought diseases that killed as m

any as 90%
 of som

e tribes’ 
m

em
bers. M

ost of the tribes Lew
is and C

lark encountered w
ere forced off 

the rivers that sustained their com
m

erce and culture and herded onto 
reservations w

ith poor soil.  
  S

ource: M
argot R

oosevelt, “Tribal C
ulture C

lash,” Tim
e M

agazine, July 8, 
2002. 
  Vocabulary 
 benevolent: w

ell-m
eaning 

propagandist: prom
oting m

isleading 
inform

ation for a political cause 
cultural genocide: the deliberate 
destruction of a group of people’s 
w

ay of life 
 

  ethnic cleansing: the killing of 
m

em
bers of a specific ethnic group 
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D
ocum

ent D
: D

iary Entries of W
illiam

 C
lark (M

odified) 
 M

any people have heard the nam
e of S

acagaw
ea, the N

ative A
m

erican 
w

om
an w

ho w
ith her husband S

habono and new
born baby accom

panied 
Lew

is and C
lark on their journey and served as an interpreter. B

elow
 are 

C
lark’s diary entries about S

acagaw
ea and S

habono. 
  M

ay 11, 1806 
 W

e w
ere crow

ded in the lodge w
ith Indians w

ho in great num
bers w

ere 
around us. The one-eyed chief Y

oom
-park-kar-tim

 arrived, and w
e gave 

him
 a m

edal of the sm
all size and spoke to the Indians through a S

hoshone 
boy S

habono and his w
ife. W

e inform
ed them

 w
ho w

e w
ere, w

here w
e 

cam
e from

, and our intentions tow
ards them

, w
hich pleased them

 very 
m

uch.  
 A

ugust 17, 1806 
 W

e . . . took our leave of S
habono, his S

hoshone w
ife and their . . . child, 

w
ho had accom

panied us on our route to the P
acific O

cean in the capacity 
of interpreter. . . . W

e offered to convey him
 dow

n to the Illinois if he chose 
to go. H

e declined proceeding . . . observing that he had no acquaintance 
or prospects of m

aking a living below
, and m

ust continue to live in the w
ay 

that he had done. I offered to take his little son, a beautiful prom
ising child, 

w
ho is 19 m

onths old, to w
hich they both, him

self and w
ife, w

ere w
illing, 

provided his the child had been w
eaned. They observed that in one year 

the boy w
ould be sufficiently old to leave his m

other and he w
ould then 

take him
 to m

e if I w
ould be so friendly as to raise the child for him

 in such 
a m

anner as I thought proper, to w
hich I agreed etc. 

 S
ource: D

iary of W
illiam

 C
lark, 1806. 

  Vocabulary 
 convey: take to a place 
proceeding: m

oving forw
ard 

w
eaned: m

ade used to eating solid food 
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D
ocum

ent E: M
eriw

ether Lew
is’s Speech to the O

toe 
 C

aptain M
eriw

ether Lew
is gave the follow

ing speech to a band of O
toe 

during the council of C
am

p C
alum

et B
luff on A

ugust 4, 1804. 
  C

hildren . . . w
e have com

e to inform
 you, as w

e go also to inform
 all the 

nations of red m
en w

ho inhabit the borders of the M
issouri, that a great 

council w
as held betw

een this great chief of the S
eventeen great nations of 

A
m

erica [the U
nited S

tates], and your old fathers the French and 
S

paniards; and that in this great council it w
as agreed that all the w

hite 
m

en of Louisiana . . . should obey the com
m

ands of this great chief. . . .  
 C

hildren . . . you are to live in peace w
ith all the w

hite m
en, for they are [the 

great chief’s] children; neither w
age w

ar against the red m
en your 

neighbors, for they are equally his children and he is bound to protect them
. 

. . . 
 C

hildren. D
o these things w

hich your great father advises and be happy . . . 
lest by one false step you should bring upon your nation the displeasure of 
your great father, the great chief of the seventeen great nations of A

m
erica, 

w
ho could consum

e you as the fire consum
es the grass of the plains . . .  

The m
ouths of all the rivers through w

hich the traders bring goods to you 
are in his possession, and if you displease him

 he could at pleasure shut 
them

 up and prevent his traders from
 com

ing am
ong you; but it is not the 

w
ish of your great father to injure you. O

n the contrary, he is now
 pursuing 

the m
easures best calculated to insure your happiness. . . . 

 C
hildren. W

e hope that the G
reat S

pirit w
ill open your ears to our councils, 

and dispose your m
inds to their observance. Follow

 these councils and you 
w

ill have nothing to fear, because the G
reat S

pirit w
ill sm

ile upon your 
nation, and in future ages w

ill m
ake you outnum

ber the trees of the forest. 
  S

ource: Lew
is and C

lark to the O
toe Indians, A

ugust 4, 1804. 


