
 

 

Augustus 

 

D
ocum

ent C
: A

ugustus (M
odified) 

W
hen E

m
peror A

ugustus felt ill and thought his life w
as com

ing to an end, he 
began w

riting dow
n his accom

plishm
ents. This is a first person account of his life 

and accom
plishm

ents. Initially, it w
as carved into bronze and put in A

ugustus’ 
m

ausoleum
. Later copies w

ere distributed throughout the em
pire. H

ere is an 
excerpt from

 the account. 

2. I drove the m
en w

ho slaughtered m
y father into exile, punishing their 

crim
e.  A

fterw
ards, w

hen they w
aged w

ar, I conquered them
 in tw

o battles.  
 3. I often w

aged w
ar, on the earth and sea, in the w

hole w
ide w

orld, and as 
the victor I spared all the citizens w

ho sought pardon. A
s for the foreign 

nations I conquered, I preferred to preserve them
 than to destroy the 

nations. 
 5. W

hen the dictatorship w
as offered to m

e, I did not accept it. 
 16. I paid the tow

ns for the fields, w
hich I had assigned to soldiers. I w

as 
first and alone w

ho did this am
ong all w

ho founded colonies. 
 18. W

hen the taxes fell short, I gave out contributions of grain and m
oney 

from
 m

y ow
n supply, som

etim
es to 100,000 m

en, som
etim

es to m
any 

m
ore.  

 25. I restored peace to the sea from
 pirates. 

 26. I extended the borders of all the provinces of the R
om

an people.  I 
restored peace to the provinces of G

aul and S
pain and G

erm
any. I brought 

peace to the A
lps. 

 27. I added E
gypt to the rule of the R

om
an people.  

 31. E
m

issaries from
 the Indian kings w

ere often sent to m
e, w

hich had not 
been seen before that tim

e by any R
om

an leader.  

V
ocabulary 

dictatorship: the rule of one person w
ho holds all the pow

er 
exile: being sent aw

ay from
 one’s native country, typically for political punishm

ent      
pardon: forgiveness 

 

 

Augustus 

D
ocum

ent D
: S

oldier (M
odified) 

The passage below
 w

as w
ritten by V

elleius, w
ho served as a soldier w

hile 
A

ugustus w
as em

peror. 

There is nothing a m
an can desire from

 the gods, nothing that 
the gods can grant to a m

an, w
hich A

ugustus did not bestow
 upon 

the R
epublic, the R

om
an people, and the w

orld.  The civil w
ars w

ere 
ended after tw

enty years, foreign w
ars w

ere suppressed, peace 
restored; validity w

as restored to the law
s, authority to the courts, 

and dignity to the S
enate.  The old traditional form

 of R
epublic w

as 
restored.  A

griculture w
as returned to the fields, respect to religion, to 

m
ankind freedom

 from
 anxiety, and to each citizen his property rights 

w
ere now

 assured; old law
s w

ere usefully am
ended, and new

 law
s 

passed for the general good. 

A
ugustus w

as forced to hold the office of consul eleven tim
es in 

a row
, despite his frequent efforts to refuse.  B

ut he stubbornly 
refused the dictatorship, w

hich the people persistently offered him
. To 

tell of the w
ars w

aged under his com
m

and, of the peace of the w
orld 

by his victories, of his m
any w

orks at hom
e and outside of Italy w

ould 
w

eary a w
riter w

ho had his w
hole life to devote to the task. 

  V
ocabulary 

restored: to bring back 
validity: legally acceptable 
am

ended: changed or revised 

    



 

 

Augustus 

D
ocum

ent E
: C

assius D
io (M

odified) 

This excerpt w
as w

ritten by the historian C
assius D

io, w
ho w

as born 150 years 
after O

ctavian died. 

O
ctavian w

anted to be thought of as dem
ocratic.  H

e gave the 
S

enate control of the w
eaker provinces, on the ground that they 

w
ere peaceful and free from

 w
ar, w

hile he retained control of the 
m

ore pow
erful provinces (like E

gypt), claim
ing that they w

ere 
insecure and m

ight begin a serious revolt.  H
e said that he w

anted 
the S

enate to enjoy the finest portion of the em
pire, w

hile he him
self 

had the hardships and the dangers; but his real purpose w
as that by 

this arrangem
ent the senators w

ould be unarm
ed and unprepared for 

battle, w
hile he alone had arm

s and m
aintained soldiers. 

O
ctavian w

as destined to have absolute control of all m
atters 

for all tim
e.  W

hen his ten-year period cam
e to an end, he w

as voted 
for another five years, then five m

ore, after that ten, and again 
another ten, and then ten for the fifth tim

e, so that by a series of ten-
year periods he continued to be sole ruler for life.    

The nam
e A

ugustus w
as given to him

 by the senate and by the 
people.  They w

ished to call him
 by som

e distinctive title, and m
en 

w
ere proposing one title and another.  O

ctavian took the title of 
"A

ugustus," signifying that he w
as m

ore than hum
an; for all the m

ost 
precious and sacred objects are term

ed “augusta.” 

In this w
ay the pow

er of both people and senate passed entirely 
into the hands of O

ctavian, and he becam
e, strictly speaking, a 

m
onarch; for m

onarchy w
ould be the truest nam

e for it. R
om

ans, to 
be sure, so hated the idea of m

onarchy that they called their 
em

perors neither dictators nor kings nor anything of the sort. 

V
ocabulary 

province: a region of a country or em
pire 

retain: to keep or m
aintain 

destined: certain to happen 

 

 

 

Augustus 

D
ocum

ent F: S
eutonius (M

odified) 

The excerpt below
 w

as w
ritten by the historian S

eutonius, w
ho w

rote alm
ost 100 

years after O
ctavian died.   

 

O
ctavian alw

ays shrank from
 the title of “Lord.”  W

hen the 
w

ords “O
 just and gracious Lord!” w

ere spoken in a play at w
hich he 

w
as a spectator and all the people sprang to their feet and applauded 

as if the w
ords had been directed at him

, he im
m

ediately stopped 
them

 w
ith a look, and on the follow

ing day insisted that the line be 
rem

oved from
 the play.  A

fter that he w
ould not allow

 him
self to be 

called “S
ire” even by his children or his grandchildren either as a joke 

or seriously, and he forbade them
 to use such flattering term

s even 
am

ong them
selves.  

If he could help it, he did not leave or enter any city or tow
n 

except in the evening or at night, to avoid disturbing anyone by the 
obligations of cerem

ony.  H
e com

m
only w

ent through the streets on 
foot.  H

is m
orning receptions w

ere open to all, including com
m

oners, 
and he m

et the requests of those w
ho approached him

 w
ith great 

friendliness.   

W
hen m

eeting w
ith the S

enate he alw
ays greeted the m

em
bers 

in the H
ouse and in their seats, calling each m

an by nam
e; and w

hen 
he left the H

ouse, he used to take leave of them
 in the sam

e m
anner, 

w
hile they rem

ained seated.  W
hen G

allus C
errinius, a senator w

ith 
w

hom
 he w

as not at all intim
ate, had suddenly becom

e blind and had 
therefore decided to com

m
it suicide, A

ugustus called on him
 and by 

his consoling w
ords convinced him

 to live. 

 V
ocabulary 

sire: som
eone of high status 

obligation: som
ething that has to be done 

console:  to com
fort som

eone 

  


