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Gettysburg — The Second Day

On July 2, Lee ordered an attack on the left side of the
Union line. Lee knew that he could win the battle if
his troops captured Little Round Top from the Union
forces. From this hill, Lees troops could easily fire
down on the line of Union forces. Union forces and
Confederate troops fought viciously for control of
Little Round Top. The fighting was particularly fierce
on the south side of the hill. There the 20th Maine led
by Colonel Joshua Chamberlain battled the 15th
Alabama led by Colonel William Oates. Later, when
describing the conflict, Oates said, "The blood stood in
puddles in some places in the rocks." Eventually, the
Union forced the Confederates to pull back from Little
Round Top.

Then the Confederates attacked Cemetery Hill and
Culps Hill. The fighting lasted until nightfall. The
assault on Cemetery Hill was unsuccessful. The
Confederates did manage to take a few trenches on
Culps Hill. Even so, the Union forces still held a
strong defensive position by the days end.

Pickett’s Charge

On the third day of battle, Longstreet again tried to
convince Lee not to attack. But Lee thought that the
Union forces were severely battered and ready to
break. Because of this, he planned to attack the center
of the Union line on Cemetery Ridge. Such a tactic, he
felt, would not be expected. Indeed, General Meade
left only about 5,750 troops to defend the center.

For over an hour, the Confederates shelled
Cemetery Ridge with cannon fire. For a while, the
Union cannons fired back. Then they slacked off. The
Confederates assumed that they had seriously
damaged the Union artillery. In reality, the
Confederate barrage did little damage.

The task of charging the Union center fell to three
divisions of Confederate soldiers. General George
Pickett commanded the largest unit. In late
afternoon, nearly 15,000 men took part in Pickett’s
Charge. For one mile, the Confederates marched
slowly up toward Cemetery Ridge. Showered with
cannon and rifle fire, they suffered severe losses. But
eventually, some of them almost reached their
destination. Then Union reinforcements added to the




barrage on the rebels.

Soon the Confederates retreated, leaving about 7,500
casualties on the field of battle. Distressed by this
defeat, General Lee rode among the survivors and told
them, “It is all my fault.”

On the fourth day, Lee began to retreat to Virginia.
In all, nearly 75,000 Confederate soldiers and 90,000
Union troops had fought during the Battle of
Gettysburg.

General Meade decided not to follow Lee’s army.
This decision angered Lincoln. He felt that Meade had
missed an opportunity to crush the Confederates and
possibly end the war.

Aftermath of Gettysburg

Gettysburg was a turning point in the war. Lee’s
troops would never again launch an attack in the
North. The Union victory at Gettysburg also took
place on the day before Grant’s capture of Vicksburg,
Mississippi. These victories made northerners believe
that the war could be won.

In addition, the Union win at Gettysburg helped to
end the South’s search for foreign influence in the war.
After Gettysburg, Great Britain and France refused to
provide aid to the Confederacy. The South’s attempt at
cotton diplomacy failed.

The Gettysburg Address
On November 19, 1863, at the dedicating ceremony of
the Gettysburg battlefield cemetery, President
Lincoln gave a speech called the Gettysburg
Address, in which he praised the bravery of Union
soldiers and renewed his commitment to winning
the Civil War. This short but moving speech is one of
the most famous in American history. In one of its
frequently quoted lines, Lincoln referenced the
Declaration of Independence and its ideals of liberty,
equality, and democracy. He reminded listeners that
the war was being fought for those reasons.

Lincoln rededicated himself to winning the war and
preserving the Union. A difficult road still lay ahead.




