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 G
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 P
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va
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 F
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 C
on
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en
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l 

C
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s 
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 1
77

4.
 B

el
ow
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n 
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ce
rp

t 
fr

om
 a

 1
77

4 
sp

ee
ch

 m
ad

e 
to

 t
he

  
C

on
tin

en
ta

l C
on

gr
es

s.

In
 t

hi
s 

st
at

e 
of

 t
he

 C
ol

on
ie

s 
it 

w
as

 n
ot

 u
nr

ea
so

na
bl

e 
to

 e
xp

ec
t 

th
at

 P
ar

lia
m

en
t 

w
ou

ld
 

ha
ve

 le
vi

ed
 a

 t
ax

 o
n 

th
em

 p
ro

po
rt

io
na

te
 t

o 
th

ei
r 

w
ea

lth
, a

nd
 t

he
 s

um
s 

ra
is

ed
 in

 G
re

at
 

B
ri

ta
in

…
 B

ut
 w

ha
t 

w
as

 t
he

 c
on

du
ct

 o
f t

he
 C

ol
on

ie
s 

on
 t

hi
s 

oc
ca

si
on

, i
n 

w
hi

ch
 t

he
ir

 o
w

n 
ex

is
te

nc
e 

w
as

 im
m

ed
ia

te
ly

 c
on

ce
rn

ed
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Yo
u 

al
l k

no
w

 t
he

re
 w

er
e 

C
ol

on
ie

s 
w

hi
ch

 a
t 

so
m

e 
tim

es
 g

ra
nt

ed
 li

be
ra

l a
id

s,
 a

nd
 a

t 
ot

he
rs

 n
ot

hi
ng

; o
th

er
 C

ol
on

ie
s 

ga
ve

 n
ot

hi
ng

 d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

w
ar

; n
on

e 
ga

ve
 e

qu
ita

bl
y 

in
 p

ro
po

rt
io

n 
to

 t
he

ir
 w

ea
lth

…
 

 D
es

ir
ou

s 
as

 I 
am

 t
o 

pr
om

ot
e 

th
e 

fr
ee

do
m

 o
f t

he
 C

ol
on

ie
s,

 a
nd

 t
o 

pr
ev

en
t 

th
e 

m
is

ch
ie

fs
 

w
hi

ch
 w

ill
 a

tt
en

d 
a 

m
ili

ta
ry

 c
on

te
st

 w
ith

 G
re

at
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ri
ta

in
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 I 
w

ou
ld

 t
he
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fo
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 a
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w
le

dg
e 

th
e 

ne
ce

ss
ity

 o
f t

he
 s

up
re

m
e 

au
th

or
ity

 o
f P

ar
lia

m
en

t 
ov

er
 t

he
 C

ol
on

ie
s,

 b
ec

au
se

 it
 is

 a
 

pr
op

os
iti

on
 w

hi
ch

 w
e 

ca
nn

ot
 d

en
y 

w
ith

ou
t 

m
an

ife
st

 c
on

tr
ad

ic
tio

n,
 fo

r 
I a

m
 c

on
vi

nc
ed

, 
by

 lo
ng

 a
tt

en
tio

n 
to

 t
he

 s
ub

je
ct

, t
ha

t 
le

t 
us

 d
el

ib
er

at
e,

 a
nd

 t
ry

 w
ha

t 
ot

he
r 

ex
pe

di
en

ts
 

w
e 

m
ay

, w
e 

sh
al

l fi
nd

 n
on

e 
th

at
 c

an
 g

iv
e 

to
 t

he
 C

ol
on

ie
s 

su
bs

ta
nt

ia
l f

re
ed

om
, b

ut
 s

om
e 

su
ch

 in
co

rp
or

at
io

n.
 I 

th
er

ef
or

e 
be

se
ec

h 
yo

u,
 b

y 
th

e 
re

sp
ec

t 
yo

u 
ar

e 
bo

un
d 

to
 p

ay
 t

o 
th

e 
in

st
ru

ct
io

ns
 o

f y
ou

r 
co

ns
tit

ue
nt

s,
 b

y 
th

e 
re

ga
rd

 y
ou

 h
av

e 
fo

r 
th

e 
ho

no
ur

 a
nd

 s
af

et
y 

of
 

yo
ur

 c
ou

nt
ry

, a
nd

 a
s 

yo
u 

w
is

h 
to

 a
vo

id
 a

 w
ar

 w
ith

 G
re

at
 B

ri
ta

in
, w

hi
ch

 m
us

t 
te

rm
in

at
e,

 
at

 a
ll 

ev
en

ts
 in

 t
he

 r
ui

n 
of

 A
m

er
ic

a,
 n

ot
 t

o 
re

ly
 o

n 
a 

de
ni

al
 o

f t
he

 a
ut

ho
ri

ty
 o

f P
ar

lia
m

en
t,

 
a 

re
fu

sa
l t

o 
be

 r
ep

re
se

nt
ed

, a
nd

 o
n 

a 
no

n-
im

po
rt

at
io

n 
ag

re
em

en
t;

 b
ec

au
se

 w
ha

te
ve

r 
pr

ot
es

ta
tio

ns
, i

n 
th

at
 c

as
e,

 m
ay

 b
e 

m
ad

e 
to

 t
he

 c
on

tr
ar

y,
 it

 w
ill

 p
ro

ve
 t

o 
th

e 
w

or
ld

 t
ha

t 
 

w
e 

in
te

nd
 t

o 
th

ro
w

 o
ff

 o
ur

 a
lle

gi
an

ce
 t

o 
th

e 
S

ta
te

, a
nd

 t
o 

in
vo

lv
e 

th
e 

tw
o 

co
un

tr
ie

s 
in

 a
ll 

th
e 

ho
rr

or
s 

of
 a

 c
iv

il 
w

ar
. 
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Q
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s 

by
 S
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ue

l A
da

m
s

Th
is

 s
pe

ec
h 

w
as

 d
el

iv
er

ed
 b

y 
S

am
ue

l A
da

m
s 

on
 A

ug
us

t 
1s

t,
 1

77
6,

 b
ef

or
e 

th
e 

C
on

tin
en

ta
l C

on
gr

es
s 

in
 t

he
 S

ta
te

 H
ou

se
 in

 P
hi

la
de

lp
hi

a.

W
e 

ha
ve

 n
o 

ot
he

r 
al

te
rn

at
iv

e 
th

an
 in

de
pe

nd
en

ce
, o

r 
th

e 
m

os
t 

ig
no

m
in

io
us

 a
nd

 g
al

lin
g 

se
rv
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de

. T
he

 le
gi

on
s 

of
 o

ur
 e

ne
m
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ke
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 p

la
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 d

es
ol

at
io

n 
an

d 
de
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h 

m
ar

k 
th
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bl
oo

dy
 c

ar
ee

r;
 w

hi
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t 
th

e 
m

an
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ed
 c

or
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 o

f o
ur

 c
ou

nt
ry

m
en

 s
ee

m
 t

o 
cr

y 
ou

t 
to

  
us
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a 
vo
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e 

fr
om

 H
ea

ve
n.

 
 O

ur
 u

na
lte
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e 
re

so
lu
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w
ou

ld
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e 
to

 b
e 

fr
ee

. T
he

y 
ha

ve
 a

tt
em

pt
ed

 t
o 

su
bd

ue
 u

s 
by

 
fo
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e,

 b
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od

 b
e 
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ai

se
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 In
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n.

 T
he

ir
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ay

 b
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 t
he

ir
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Le
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th
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 o
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ot
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 s

ep
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at
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an
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de
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G

od
 t

ru
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 c
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C
hoosing S

ides D
ocum

ent 1  
Joseph G

allow
ay

Joseph G
allow

ay served as a delegate from
 P

ennsylvania to the First C
ontinental 

C
ongress in 1774. B

elow
 is an excerpt from

 a 1774 speech m
ade to the  

C
ontinental C

ongress.

In this state of the C
olonies it w

as not unreasonable to expect that P
arliam

ent w
ould 

have levied a tax on them
 proportionate to their w

ealth, and the sum
s raised in G

reat 
B

ritain…
 B

ut w
hat w

as the conduct of the C
olonies on this occasion, in w

hich their ow
n 

existence w
as im

m
ediately concerned? You all know

 there w
ere C

olonies w
hich at som

e 
tim

es granted liberal aids, and at others nothing; other C
olonies gave nothing during the 

w
ar; none gave equitably in proportion to their w

ealth…
 

 D
esirous as I am

 to prom
ote the freedom

 of the C
olonies, and to prevent the m

ischiefs 
w

hich w
ill attend a m

ilitary contest w
ith G

reat-B
ritain…

 I w
ould therefore acknow

ledge 
the necessity of the suprem

e authority of P
arliam

ent over the C
olonies, because it is a 

proposition w
hich w

e cannot deny w
ithout m

anifest contradiction, for I am
 convinced, 

by long attention to the subject, that let us deliberate, and try w
hat other expedients 

w
e m

ay, w
e shall find none that can give to the C

olonies substantial freedom
, but som

e 
such incorporation. I therefore beseech you, by the respect you are bound to pay to the 
instructions of your constituents, by the regard you have for the honour and safety of 
your country, and as you w

ish to avoid a w
ar w

ith G
reat B

ritain, w
hich m

ust term
inate, 

at all events in the ruin of A
m

erica, not to rely on a denial of the authority of P
arliam

ent, 
a refusal to be represented, and on a non-im

portation agreem
ent; because w

hatever 
protestations, in that case, m

ay be m
ade to the contrary, it w

ill prove to the w
orld that  

w
e intend to throw

 off our allegiance to the S
tate, and to involve the tw

o countries in all 
the horrors of a civil w

ar. 

Lesson P
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Lesson P
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LE
S

S
O

N
 5

C
hoosing S

ides D
ocum

ent 2 
Q

uotes by S
am

uel A
dam

s

This speech w
as delivered by S

am
uel A

dam
s on A

ugust 1st, 1776, before the 
C

ontinental C
ongress in the S

tate H
ouse in P

hiladelphia.

W
e have no other alternative than independence, or the m

ost ignom
inious and galling 

servitude. The legions of our enem
ies thicken on our plains; desolation and death m

ark 
their bloody career; w

hilst the m
angled corpses of our countrym

en seem
 to cry out to  

us as a voice from
 H

eaven. 
 O

ur unalterable resolution w
ould be to be free. They have attem

pted to subdue us by 
force, but G

od be praised! In vain. Their arts m
ay be m

ore dangerous than their arm
s.  

Let us then renounce all treaty w
ith them

 upon any score but that of total separation,  
and under G

od trust our cause to our sw
ords.

Letter to Jam
es W

arren A
pril 16, 1776

O
ur union is now

 com
plete; our constitution com

posed, established, and approved. 
You are now

 the guardians of your ow
n liberties. W

e m
ay justly address you…

 and say, 
“N

othing that w
e propose can pass into a law

 w
ithout your consent. B

e yourselves,  
O

 A
m

ericans, the authors of those law
s on w

hich your happiness depends.”


