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Choosing Sides Document 1
Joseph Galloway
Joseph Galloway served as a delegate from Pennsylvania to the First Continental

Congress in 1774. Below is an excerpt from a 1774 speech made to the
Continental Congress.

In this state of the Colonies it was not unreasonable to expect that Parliament would
have levied a tax on them proportionate to their wealth, and the sums raised in Great
Britain... But what was the conduct of the Colonies on this occasion, in which their own
existence was immediately concerned? You all know there were Colonies which at some
times granted liberal aids, and at others nothing; other Colonies gave nothing during the
war; none gave equitably in proportion to their wealth...

Desirous as | am to promote the freedom of the Colonies, and to prevent the mischiefs
which will attend a military contest with Great-Britain... | would therefore acknowledge
the necessity of the supreme authority of Parliament over the Colonies, because it is a
proposition which we cannot deny without manifest contradiction, for | am convinced,
by long attention to the subject, that let us deliberate, and try what other expedients
we may, we shall find none that can give to the Colonies substantial freedom, but some
such incorporation. | therefore beseech you, by the respect you are bound to pay to the
instructions of your constituents, by the regard you have for the honour and safety of
your country, and as you wish to avoid a war with Great Britain, which must terminate,
at all events in the ruin of America, not to rely on a denial of the authority of Parliament,
a refusal to be represented, and on a non-importation agreement; because whatever
protestations, in that case, may be made to the contrary, it will prove to the world that
we intend to throw off our allegiance to the State, and to involve the two countries in all
the horrors of a civil war.

Choosing Sides Document 2
Quotes by Samuel Adams

This speech was delivered by Samuel Adams on August 1st, 1776, before the
Continental Congress in the State House in Philadelphia.

We have no other alternative than independence, or the most ignominious and galling
servitude. The legions of our enemies thicken on our plains; desolation and death mark
their bloody career; whilst the mangled corpses of our countrymen seem to cry out to
us as a voice from Heaven.

Our unalterable resolution would be to be free. They have attempted to subdue us by
force, but God be praised! In vain. Their arts may be more dangerous than their arms.
Let us then renounce all treaty with them upon any score but that of total separation,
and under God trust our cause to our swords.

Letter to James Warren April 16, 1776

Our union is now complete; our constitution composed, established, and approved.
You are now the guardians of your own liberties. We may justly address you... and say,
“Nothing that we propose can pass into a law without your consent. Be yourselves,

O Americans, the authors of those laws on which your happiness depends.”




