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Anti-Suffragists 

Document C: Tennessee Representative John A. Moon 
(Modified) 

 
It has been insisted that the real purpose of this amendment is to 
deprive the Southern States of representation in part in Congress.... 
 
In those Southern States where the colored population outnumbers 
the white, to double the number of ignorant voters by giving the 
colored woman the right to vote would produce a condition that would 
be absolutely intolerable. We owe something to the wishes and the 
sentiments of the people of our sister States struggling to maintain 
law and order and white supremacy.... 
 
We are engaged now in a great foreign war. It is not the proper time 
to change the whole electoral system... Patriotism, in my judgment, 
forbids the injection of this issue into national politics at this time. 
  
 
Source: Representative John A. Moon of Tennessee, speech in 
House of Representatives, January 10, 1918, on the issue of the 
woman suffrage amendment. 


