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Pioneers moving west assumed that the 1783 Treaty of
Paris, in which Great Britain had ceded its land rights west
of the Appalachians, gave them free rein to settle the area.
But the British still maintained forts in the Northwest
Territory— an area that included what is now Ohio,
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin—in direct
violation of the treaty. In addition to this continued British
presence, the settlers met fierce resistance from the original
inhabitants.

Having been excluded from the negotiations that led to
the Treaty of Paris, Native Americans in the Northwest
Territory never accepted the provisions. They continued to
claim their tribal lands and demanded direct negotiations

with the United States. They also took heart from the
presence of British troops, who encouraged their resistance.
When white settlers moved into their territory, Native
Americans often attacked them.

To gain control over the area that would become Ohio,
the federal government sent an army led by General Josiah
Harmar. In 1790, Harmar’s troops clashed with a
confederacy of Native American groups led by a chieftain
of the Miami tribe named Little Turtle. The Native
Americans won that battle. The following year, the Miami
Confederacy inflicted an even worse defeat on a federal
army led by General Arthur St. Clair.
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Finally, in 1792, Washington appointed General
Anthony Wayne to lead federal troops against the Native
Americans. Known as “Mad Anthony” for his reckless
courage, Wayne spent an entire year drilling his men.
Greatly impressed, Little Turtle urged his people to seek
peace.

“We have beaten the enemy twice under different
commanders. . . . The Americans are now led by a chief
who never sleeps. . . . We have never been able to surprise
him. . . . It would be prudent to listen to his offers of
peace.” — Little Turtle in a speech to his allies.

The other chiefs did not agree with Little Turtle and
replaced him with a less able leader. On August 20, 1794,
Wayne defeated the Miami Confederacy at the Battle of
Fallen Timbers, near present-day Toledo, Ohio. After the
battle, Wayne’s army marched defiantly past the British
Fort Miami, only two miles away, and then built an
American post nearby.

This victory ended Native American resistance in Ohio.
The following year, the Miami Confederacy signed the

Treaty of Greenville, agreeing to give up most of the
land in Ohio in exchange for $20,000 worth of goods and
an annual payment of nearly $10,000. This settlement
continued a pattern in which settlers and the government
paid Native Americans much less for their land than it was
worth. Meanwhile, in the Northwest Territory, new sources
of conflict were developing between Britain and the United
States.

At the time of the Battle of Fallen Timbers, John Jay, the
chief justice of the Supreme Court, was in London to
negotiate a treaty with Britain. One of the disputed issues
was which nation would control territories west of the
Appalachian Mountains. When news of Wayne’s victory at
Fallen Timbers arrived, the British agreed to evacuate their
posts in the Northwest Territory and a treaty was signed on
November 19, 1794. The treaty managed to pass the Senate,
but many Americans, especially western settlers, were
angry at its terms, which allowed the British to continue
their fur trade on the American side of the U.S.- Canadian
border.
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The bitter political fight over Jay’s Treaty, along with
the growing division between Federalists and Democratic-
Republicans, convinced Washington not to seek a third
term in office. In his “Farewell Address” he urged the
United States to “steer clear of permanent alliances” with
other nations. Then, in 1797, Washington retired to his
home at Mount Vernon.

In the presidential election of 1796, Americans faced a
new situation: a contest between opposing parties. The
Federalists nominated Vice-President John Adams for
president and Thomas Pinckney for vice-president. The
Democratic-Republicans nominated Thomas Jefferson for
president and Aaron Burr for vice-president.

In the election, Adams received 71 electoral votes,
while Jefferson received 68. Because the Constitution
stated that the runner-up should become vice-president, the
country found itself with a Federalist president and a
Democratic-Republican vice-president. What had seemed
sensible when the Constitution was written had become a
problem because of the unexpected rise of political parties.

The election also underscored the growing danger of
sectionalism— placing the interests of one region over
those of the nation as a whole. Almost all the electors from
the southern states voted for Jefferson, while all the electors
from the northern states voted for Adams.
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Soon after taking office, President Adams faced his
first crisis: a looming war with France. The French
government, which regarded the Jay treaty with Britain as a
violation of the French-American alliance, refused to
receive the new American ambassador and began to seize
American ships bound for Britain. Adams sent a three-man
delegation consisting of Charles Pinckney, minister to
France; future Chief Justice John Marshall; and Elbridge
Gerry to Paris to negotiate a solution.

By this time, the Reign of Terror had ceased and the
French government consisted of a legislature and a five-
man executive branch called the Directory. French power
and prestige were at a high point because of the
accomplishments of a young general named Napoleon
Bonaparte who had conquered most of western Europe. The
Directory had little patience with the concerns of the
Americans.

The American delegation planned to meet with the
French foreign minister, Talleyrand. Instead, the Directory

sent three low-level officials, whom Adams in his report to
Congress called “X, Y, and Z.” These officials demanded a
$250,000 bribe as payment for seeing Talleyrand. News of
this insult, which became known as the XYZ Affair,
provoked a wave of anti-French feeling at home. “Millions
for defense, but not one cent for tribute” became the slogan
of the day. The mood was so anti-French that audiences
refused to listen to French music.

In 1798, Congress created a navy department and
authorized American ships to seize French vessels. Twelve
hundred men marched to the president’s residence to
volunteer for war. Congress authorized the creation of an
army of 50,000 troops and brought George Washington yet
again out of retirement to be “Lieutenant General and
Commander in Chief of the armies raised or to be raised.”
While war was never officially declared, for the next two
years an undeclared naval war raged between France and
the United States.
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