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here was not much room on the

!l first ships to America. Early set-
tlers brought with them only a

small amount of furniture, clothes, tools,
kitchenware, and other goods for their
new homes. When they arrived in the
New World, they found no shops or fac-
tories to provide them with goods, so

they had to make whatever else they
needed themselves or wait for another
ship from England to arrive with more
supplies.

f‘xplot of colonists did depend on Eng-
land for fabric and clothing, furmt‘ure,
iron tools, and other supplies. Since
most of the colonies were settled to Pro’
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vide the mother country with raw mate-
rials, these colonists could trade their
raw materials, such as pine tar, turpen-
tine, tobacco, and wood, for goods made
in England. But not all colonists had
products to sell to England or could af-
ford imported goods, so many made what
they needed themselves. The men cut
down trees and used lumber from them
to build their homes and furniture. The
women made soap and candles and grew
flax and raised sheep to provide linen
and wool thread to weave into cloth.

BLACKSMITH

Many of the earliest settlers were
skilled craftsmen when they ar-
rived. The first blacksmith in America
was James Reed, who arrived in James-
town in 1607. Blacksmiths were among
the most important craftsmen because
they could repair the tools, chains, and
other imported iron products colonists
depended on. They also made fireplace

COOPER

andirons and sometimes forged new ax
blades to cut wood, chains to haul
lumber, and even nails to build houses.
Women relied on the blacksmith to
mend and make pot handles, forks,
ladles, hooks, and cooking spits.

ohn Alden came to Plymouth in 1630
]on the Mayflower. He was a cooper,
someone who made tubs, pails, and bar-
rels. Benjamin Franklin’s father, Josiah,
who came to this country in 1638, was
a dyer (someone who colored newly
woven cloth) but found little demand
for his trade. He became a tallow
chandler (candle maker) and soap boiler
instead. At age ten, Ben worked in his
father’s Boston shop, cutting wicks for
the candles and filling the molds.

Many goods were imported from
England. The British government even
imposed laws that made it difficult for
Colonial craftsmen to produce things
that English merchants wished to sell



to them. But the
growing need for
material goods en-
couraged more and
more people to try
their hands at vari-
ous crafts in the
New World. Men
who might never
have dared to open

—~—

In Virginia
eling weaver e
times spep¢ Mongh,
at a plantey'; hom:
weaving clogy, for
the family, Just be
fore the Revolution
weavers frq ,

m Scot.
land ang Irelzcr):d
traveled aroyng the

y A trav‘

shops as masters
in England became
chandlers, tailors, shoemakers, and such
in the colonies.

COACH MAKER

To supplement the limited imported
goods available, the settlers made many
necessities in the home. Self-taught
woodworkers made farm and household
items from wood, the most abundant
raw material. Among these items were
plows, bowls, kitchen utensils, and fur-
niture. Over the years, cabinetmaking
became one of the most successful early
American crafts.

Women and children in most rural
households used the spinning wheel to
make woolen thread from the fleece of
family sheep and linen thread from
homegrown flax. Men wove the thread
into clothing, bedding, and table linens.

SHOEMAKER
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As settlements began to prosper, col.

onists were able to pay to haye
things made for them, and persong
skilled in a craft found they could make
a living from their trade, although many
had to work at more than one trade to
make ends meet. Carpenters in rural
areas also served as cabinetmakers,
wagon makers, and coffin makers. The
early craftsman working out of his home
and, later, a nearby shop often needed
a sideline or two if business was not
steady enough.
The nature of some trades required
craftsmen to go where the work was.

BRICK MAKER

An itinerant cobbler carried his tools,
leather, and small workbench on his
back, repairing footwear in people’s
homes. Tinkers, handymen who trav-
eled with kits called “pigs,” repaired small
household items and carried molds to
produce, among other things, pewter
buttons and spoons. Traveling candle
makers sometimes went from house to
house with their molds, offering their
services to families who had stored up
grease to be made into candles.

Before very long, goods that had
once been luxuries became staples,
and the number and variety of crafts-
men grew. The products they made
often differed from colony to colony. A
silversmith in a large city was more liktly
to make large, elaborate items that the
city’s wealthy population could buy,
while his fellow craftsman in the coun-
try might have spent more time making
small items, repairing larger ones, and
importing a few more elaborate pieces
for those who wanted them. Cabinet-
makers in Philadelphia produced fancy
decorated furniture, but those in Virgin-
ia found that their
customers preferred
well-built, less orna-
mented pieces. Al-
though there were
many similarities in
the work of crafts-
men around the col-
onies, there also were
differences in style
and methods of
work because of the
colonists’ different
backgrounds.

PRINTER

POTTER

The best craftsmen gathered in well-
to-do coastal cities such as New York
and Philadelphia where the large popu-
lation could support them. By 1647,
Boston boasted professional weavers,
leather workers, felt makers, furriers,
rope makers, and brick and tile makers.
Further growth drew even more crafts-
people to the colonies. A shipload of
Irish immigrants arriving at Boston in
1716 included, among the men, an
anchor and ship smith, house carpenter,
ship joiner (carpenter), carver, cooper,
shoemaker, currier (leather tanner),
tailor, book printer, nailer, and lock-
smith. The women included a milliner
(hat maker), ribbon weaver, lace weaver,
button maker, and
potter.

Metalworkers in-
cluded coppersmiths,
silversmiths, gold-
smiths, and tin-
smiths who had
learned their trades
in Europe. Many
worked with several
metals. Braziers (who
worked with brass)
produced pots, pans
door knockers, and
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