Lord Dunmore’s Proclamation

By His Excellency the Right Honorable JOHN Earl of DUNMORE, His Majesty’s
Lieutenant and Governor General of the Colony and Dominion of VIRGINIA, and
Vice Admiral of the same.

A PROCLAMATION

And | do hereby further declare all indentured Servants, Negroes, or others, (appertaining to
Rebels,) free that are able and willing to bear Arms, they joining His MAJESTY’S Troops as soon
as may be, for the more speedily reducing this Colony to a proper Sense of their Duty, to His
MAJESTY’S Crown and Dignity. | do further order, and require, all His MAJESTY’S Liege Subjects,
to retain their Quitrents, or any other Taxes due or that may become due, in their own Custody,
till such a Time as Peace may be again restored to this at present most unhappy Country, or
demanded of them for their former salutary Purposes, by Officers properly to receive the same.

GIVEN under my Hand on board the Ship WILLIAM by Norfolk, the 7th Day of November in the
SIXTEENTH Year of His MAJESTY’S Reign.

DUNMORE
(GOD save the KING.)




Slaveholders Non-Slaveholders

Founding Father State Founding Father State

Charles Carroll Maryland John Adams Massachusetts
Samuel Chase Maryland Samuel Adams Massachusetts
Benjamin Franklin Pennsylvania Oliver Ellsworth Connecticut
(later an abolitionist)

Button Gwinnett Georgia Alexander Hamilton New York
John Hancock Massachusetts Robert Treat Paine Massachusetts
Patrick Henry Virginia Thomas Paine Pennsylvania
John Jay New York Roger Sherman Connecticut
Thomas Jefferson Virginia

Richard Henry Lee Virginia

James Madison Virginia

Charles Cotesworth South Carolina

Pinckney

Benjamin Rush Pennsylvania

Edward Rutledge South Carolina

George Washington Virginia




